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A leading figure from the #blacklivesmatter protests that have rocked cities across the 
US is coming to Britain later this month to link up with families of those who have died 
at police hands over here in the United Kingdom 
 
The Reverend Osagyefo Sekou is an activist, pastor and member of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation — the oldest interfaith peace organisation in the US. He grew up in St Louis, 
Missouri, and was arrested twice in Ferguson for “praying while black” at protests over the 
death of Michael Brown at police hands in August. 
 
Rev Sekou will be touring the country between 23 January and 4 February, speaking 
alongside prominent campaigners over deaths in custody in Britain, including: Carole 
Duggan, aunt of Mark Duggan; Marcia Rigg, sister of Sean Rigg; and Adrienne Kambana, 
widow of Jimmy Mubenga. 
 
The tour will bring the spirit and flavour of the US protests to these shores and galvanise 
justice campaigns here. It includes a meeting at the Houses of Parliament with Diane 
Abbott MP and dates in Brixton, Brighton, Manchester, Luton, Birmingham, Glasgow. Rev 
Sekou will also be returning to Tottenham having visited in 2011 and attended Mark 
Duggan’s funeral. 
 
The Ferguson Solidarity Tour will finish in Leeds for an event hosted by the David Oluwale 
Association dedicated to educating people about the life and death of David Oluwale. In 
1971 two police officers were cleared of David Oluwale’s manslaughter, but imprisoned for 
assaulting him: the first and last time that police officers in this country have been 
successfully prosecuted in relation to a death in custody. 
 
 
For more information: 
 
About the tour: fergusonsolidaritytour.com 
Full listing of tour dates: fergusonsolidaritytour.com/dates/ 
About Reverend Sekou: fergusonsolidaritytour.com/2014/12/22/about-reverend-sekou/ 
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The Ferguson Solidarity Tour has been initiated by Defend the Right to Protest, the United 
Families & Friends Campaign and NUS Black Students Campaign. 
 
To contact the organisers send an email to fergusonsolidarityUK@gmail.com.We can 
arrange press interviews with Rev Sekou and the family campaigners. Photos are also 
available on request. 
 
 
Additional quotes 
 
Carole Duggan, Justice for Mark Duggan: “Michael Brown’s death mirrors that of Mark: 
Mark had his hands up when he was murdered by police. The media waged a systematic 
smear campaign against Mark in the wake of his death. Mark no longer has a voice so it is 
up to his family, community and friends to tell the world who he really was and what 
really happened to him. Justice is not given freely to our people – we have to fight for 
everything we get.” 
 
Reverend Osagyefo Sekou: “From Tottenham to Ferguson it seems that black lives do not 
matter. Nevertheless we are in a historic moment where young people of colour refuse to 
bow down. Ferguson, like the London rebellions of 2011, is part of a global uprising against 
all forms of tyranny – and global democracy is better for it. I am returning to Britain having 
spent time with the indomitable people of Broadwater Farm, writing their story and 
sharing their pain. It was my time in Tottenham that affirmed my commitment to ending 
police brutality.” 
 
Adrienne Makenda Kambana, Jimmy Mubenga’s widow: “I know G4S killed my 
husband, yet they are walking free. Jimmy’s life is over, but nobody has been punished. 
That is what this verdict tells us, that you can kill someone and still walk free. It is why I 
wont accept the verdict it all my life, for Jimmy and for other people it could happen to”  
 
Stephanie Lightfoot-Bennett, chair of UFFC: “The United Families & Friends Campaign 
(UFFC) is a coalition of families in Britain whose loved ones have died at the hands of state 
officials. We have been fighting for justice, change and accountability for over 15 years. No 
state official has ever been convicted in Britain.” 
 
More at fergusonsolidaritytour.com/2014/12/16/statements-from-family-campaigners/ 
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